
1 



CAT LAKE CITY 
Background/ Synopsis:  
Percy Cat seeks a relaxing day, but things keep getting in the way of his cat nap.  
 

Suggested Activities:  
1. a)  Draw a picture of a playdate or a holiday that didn’t turn out to be as fun as you intended.  

 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and 
complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an 

artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

b)  Create a skit that dramatizes a playdate or vacation 
that didn’t turn out so well.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 1: Generate and 
conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  
TH:Cr1.1.3. a.: Create roles, imagined worlds, and improvised stories 
in a drama/theatre work. 
 

2. Have you ever looked forward to an event that turned out to be a complete disaster? Write a 
short essay that explains your expectations, and reasons the reality proved far less enjoyable.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 

 

OVERBOARD! 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this whimsical short from the Czech Republic, a Chameleon and a Kiwi do 
not present as the matched-set anticipated, to board the ark that will save 
them from drowning in a flood.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. a) Did you know that a Chameleon can change its colors to hide from 

predators? Draw a picture of a Chameleon standing in a familiar 
location in your life, and how it might change to blend-in.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic 
work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to 
enhance emerging meaning. 

 

b) The animals in this film are recognizable, but do not look exactly like the real-life examples. 
Create your own animal that is a combination of two animals or has body parts that you have 
invented. Then write a paragraph describing your animal and where it lives.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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MY BROTHER LUCA 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this Spanish-language animated short, a girl contemplates the challenges of living with her brother 
with special needs, and how the attributes of his autism might be considered superpowers.  
 

Suggested Activities:  
1. Perhaps you have a friend with special needs. Draw a picture of how it feels when your shirt was 

too scratchy, or you felt very cold or hot, or how a loud noise hurt your ears. How does this 
discomfort help your understanding of what it’s like to live in Luca’s shoes, all the time?  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. a) Look up the dictionary definition of EMPATHY; list how Luca’s sister demonstrates empathy.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.3: Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 

b) Look up the dictionary definition of EMPATHY. Then go outside and sit with bare skin against 
long grass, or stay longer than comfortable in the cold without a jacket. How long before you 
experience frustration or discomfort with your own sensitivity to this environment? Describe 
what goes through your mind, and consider that in the framework of someone like Luca, living 
with Autism. Do these experiences make you more empathetic? Describe any changes you felt. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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WASH DAY 
Background/ Synopsis:  
Zoey has a grueling routine of washing and combing-out her hair, which leaves her exhausted.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Celebrate our differences by drawing a picture 

of many different faces with diverse types of 
hair and skin. Do you and your friends think 
these images are equally beautiful?  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine 
and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding 

details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. For hundreds of years our culture has 
discriminated against naturally kinky or curly 
hair, making rules and policing hairstyles in 
schools and in the workplace. Is this fair? Write 
a list defending or rejecting rules about natural hair; state ways in which the rules do/ do not 
contribute to racism. Discuss your list with your classmates to compare opinions.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

THE MAGIC OF CHESS 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this documentary, school kids from all over the country compete in the 2019 Elementary Chess 
Championships, and express what chess means to them.  
 

 Suggested Activities: 
1. Draw a chessboard, and color the squares black & white. Choose three chess pieces, and draw 

them. Then explain the rules of how each of those chess pieces can move. (Use this for 
reference: https://www.wholesalechess.com/pages/new-to-chess/pieces.html  ) 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

2. a)  Have you ever played chess? If not, try setting up a board and practice a few moves. (Use this 
for reference: https://www.chess.com/learn-how-to-play-chess#set-up-chess-board  ) 
 

b)  Have you ever played chess? If yes, try teaching a friend about each piece, and help practice 
their first few moves.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently 
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KONIGIRI-KUN: BUTTERFLY 
Background/ Synopsis:  
Konigiri-Kun wants to keep precious things close, in this Japanese stop-motion animated short that uses 
food-characters to tell a story.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. How many foods can you identify as characters in this film? (The Butterflies are created out of a 

big pink fishcake!) Do you think that the foods are unfamiliar because the movie was made in 
Japan?  Draw a new food that you have tasted recently, and explain how you felt about it.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

2. All of the characters in this film are based upon foods common to Japan… Can you name any of 
them? (The Butterflies are created out of a big pink fishcake!) Ignoring the fact of the foods, 
explain in three paragraphs what you think is the message of this movie.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

 

BORIYA 
Background/ Synopsis:  
A little girl and her cow run into trouble when she wanders her way through the countryside, in this 
unhurried animated story made that employs hand-painted watercolor backdrops.  
  
Suggested Activities:  

1. Create a watercolor of your own countryside, somewhere near where you live.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  
VA:Cr1.2.2a: Make art or design with various materials and tools to explore personal interests, questions, and 
curiosity. 
 

2. This little girl doddles and dreams, having fun, but also putting herself in danger, and nearly 
losing the family cow. Write how the action of this movie made you feel about the protagonist 
(the little girl), and list the evidence of the girl’s actions that caused you to react this way.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 
 

For additional teaching materials from the New York International Children's Film Festival,  
please visit NYICFF here: 

 https://classroom.nyicff.org/lesson-plans/identity-grades-k-2/ 
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