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WASH DAY 
Background/ Synopsis:  
Zoey has a grueling routine of washing and combing-out her hair, which leaves her exhausted one entire 
day each week.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Celebrate the diversity of our differences by drawing a picture, or creating a collage, of many 

different faces with diverse types of hair and skin. Do you and your friends think these images 
are equally beautiful?  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. a) For hundreds of years our culture has discriminated against naturally kinky or curly hair, 
making rules and policing hairstyles in schools and in the workplace. Is this fair? Write a list 
defending or rejecting rules about natural hair; state ways in which the rules do/ do not 
contribute to racism. Discuss your list with your classmates to compare opinions.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 

b) Read this article from Teen Vogue, then write a paragraph that expresses what you think 
every state’s law should say regarding hair and personal rights: 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/a-brief-history-of-black-hair-politics-and-discrimination  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
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THE COIN 
Background/ Synopsis:  
Felted characters filmed with stop-motion techniques demonstrate how a coin in a Chinese New Year’s 
dumpling is a promise of good fortune – but the coin also represents a deeper meaning when it is lost.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. In this film, the heroine has loving memories of some foods, and nightmares about others. Draw 

a picture of a food that represents happy memories for you, then draw a food that does not! 
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 

 

2. a) Many of our holiday celebrations focus on special foods. Choose a holiday that you enjoy 
because of the special foods. Write about the holiday, the foods, and your family’s traditions. 
Describe how to make the special dishes, what they contain, and why you like them. 
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

b) This heroine struggles with the loss of her lucky coins during a transitional time of her life, in 
what might be described as a “coming of age story.” (A coming-of-age story dramatizes a 
character moving from childhood to adulthood.) Write about what this heroine learns from the 
emotional turmoil - and food odyssey nightmare - she endures after losing her jar of lucky coins.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

SHY & KETCHUP 
Background/ Synopsis: 
In this silly little story from Chile, one girl’s love of ketchup determines her day.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Do you love ketchup as much as this little girl Shy does? She fantasizes 

about swimming in a sea of ketchup. Draw a fantasy-picture that 
shows your own emotional attachment to ketchup.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance 
emerging meaning. 
 

2. One might say that this heroine Shy lost her temper because she was “hangry” (anger caused by 
hunger). List your ideas of why the restaurant was stingy with the ketchup packets; then list how 
the heroine might have handled herself better in this instance.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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PAPER KITE 
Background/ Synopsis: 
In Iran, daydreaming sixth-grader Noor is assisted by a new girl Zayn, and together they become 
stronger and more able to realize their dreams.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. This is a film about friendship, with hope winning over stern repression in the end. Make a tiny 

kite out of paper and draw pictures or statements of your own hopes on it.  
 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  
VA:Cr1.1.2a: Brainstorm collaboratively multiple approaches to an art or 
design problem. VA:Cr1.1.3a: Elaborate on an imaginative idea. 
 

2. a) This film shows how one true friend can help a person survive 
adversity. Write a story from your own life, or from others, of 
how the intervention of one person created hope in a life.  
 
b)  Have you ever tried to create a kite that could really fly? (It’s 
harder than it appears!) Try making a kite, then go out and fly it! 
Here are some tips: 
https://www.my-best-kite.com/how-to-build-kites.html 
*Remember… The tail is very important for counterweight!  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
 

THE BUTTERFLY AFFECT 
Background/ Synopsis:  
A little worm feels left out as her caterpillar friends grow into butterflies; she tries hard to make the best 
of things – and life gets better when she finds her own self-acceptance.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. In real life, butterflies and worms play very different roles in 

our ecosystem. Research and write (or draw) a depiction of 
ways that butterflies help the growth of a garden, and the 
very different but equally important role that worms play.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 

2. This is a film about self-acceptance. Write one example of 
how things got better in your life, once you accepted 
something about yourself.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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HOME AWAY 
Background/ Synopsis:  
After crash-landing on an unknown planet, a lone space traveler encounters a 
determined indigenous robot, in an exercise that explores conflict vs. 
friendship.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Using found objects around your house, create your own alien-robot, 

then describe what life is like on that robot’s planet.  
 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.  
VA:Cr1.1.2a: Brainstorm collaboratively multiple approaches to an art or design problem.  
VA:Cr1.1.3a: Elaborate on an imaginative idea. 
 

2. This robot is indigenous to the unknown planet in the film. Write what you think this film is 
saying about human exploration, and how we relate to indigenous life and the environment.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

3 FEET 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this film from Colombia, soccer-loving Gonzalo struggles to meet his school’s strict uniform standards, 
but simply getting to school with clean shoes becomes his daily quest.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. A “quest” is a mission that usually is met with many obstacles before that goal is achieved. List/ 

draw a picture of three obstacles that Gonzalo faced in order to get to school with clean shoes.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. a) Although clean shoes may seem a small thing, Gonzalo’s mission to arrive at school with his 
shoes intact is a “quest tale” that involves determination, bravery, resourcefulness, imagination, 
and quick thinking. List evidence of Gonzalo demonstrating each of those five qualities.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

b) Write a story of a small and seemingly insignificant event in your life that became a “quest 
tale” of sorts, and what you stood to lose if you didn’t achieve that quest. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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THE ONE YOU NEVER FORGET 
Background/ Synopsis:  
A teenage boy prepares for a big dance, but leaves his parents out of the loop as to the identity of his 
date – his parents have their own ideas, and expectations are about to be changed.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Make a list of the reasons that Cary’s parents assumed his date was a girl. Share your ideas with 

the class and discuss these two questions. Was there a time in your own life that you made 
unfair assumptions about someone? How did you learn from that?  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 

2. a) Make a list of possible reasons that Cary chose not to tell his parents that his date was a boy, 
and how you might have handled it differently.  
 
OREGON HEALTH EDUCATION STANDARDS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: Standard 2: Students will analyze the 
influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology, and other factors on health behaviors. 
 

b) Make a list of what you think is going on in Cary’s father’s mind at the moment that he first 
glimpses his son with his male date, through the window of the front door.  
 
OREGON HEALTH EDUCATION STANDARDS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: Standard 2: Students will analyze the 
influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology, and other factors on health behaviors. 
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EATEN 
Background/ Synopsis:  
The cosmic food chain is explored in this silly stop-motion (felt and claymation) film about eating, from 
Iran.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Even though this film takes a fantastical and 

whimsical approach, it’s an inescapable fact that, 
for any of us to eat, something else dies. What is 
the longest food chain you and your classmates 
can think of? Draw one example of a food chain, 
perhaps from your own eating habits.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and 
complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details 
in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. Explain your interpretation of this film’s final shot: 
a giant dragon like animal, eating its own tail? 
Write a paragraph of how that relates to humans, 
and our own constructs around eating.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content.  

 
 

For additional teaching materials from the New York International Children's Film Festival, 
 please visit NYICFF here: 

 https://classroom.nyicff.org/lesson-plans/identity-grades-3-5/  
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