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AILIN ON THE MOON 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this claymation from Argentina, a busy-minded child drives her tired working mom to give her a 
time-out in her room – to Ailin, it’s like being banished to the moon.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Have you ever been so alone that you felt you were banished on the moon? Draw a picture of 

that experience, and what the world looked like when you were there.  
 

National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. It’s the baking of the cookies that reconnects Ailin to her mother, and mother to daughter. 
However, in a visual medium (with no olfactory options!), describe in detail how the filmmaker 
demonstrates the effect the cookies are having on these two characters.  

 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally 
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MY BROTHER LUCA 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this animated live-action short from Mexico, a girl contemplates the challenges of living with her 
brother who has special needs, and how the attributes of his autism might better be considered his 
superpowers.  
 

Suggested Activities:  
1. Perhaps you have a friend with special needs, like autism. Draw a picture of how it feels when 

your shirt was too scratchy, or you felt very cold or way too hot, or consider how it feels to have 
a loud noise hurt your ears. For Luca, a boy with autism, his world is like this all of the time. How 
does feeling this discomfort improve your understanding of what it’s like to live in Luca’s shoes?  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. a) Look up the dictionary definition of EMPATHY; list specific ways that Luca’s sister 
demonstrates empathy for Luca.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.3: Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 

b) Look up the dictionary definition of EMPATHY. Then go outside and sit with bare skin against 
long grass, or stay longer than comfortable in the cold without a jacket. How long before you 
experience frustration or irritation with your own sensitivity to this environment? Describe or 
draw in detail the discomfort in your body, and what goes through your mind. Consider how this 
hypersensitivity feels for Luca, who is autistic. Do such experiences make you more empathetic? 
Describe any changes you felt, and how it may help you to respond differently in the future.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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EL DIA QUE ME HICE FUERTE  
(LESSONS LEARNT BY THE SEA) 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this live-action docu-drama, a Cuban boy reflects upon the power of the sea – as a source of 
entertainment, but also a force of nature to be respected.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. In Havana, Cuba, the ocean is essential in everyday life, from food to 

fun. What part of the outdoors in your region do you consider 
important in your daily life? Draw a picture with all the details of that 
outdoor scene that illustrates your connection to your own 
environment.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to 
enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. A docu-drama is a re-enactment of a true story; this is a first-person narrative story that is 
portrayed by actors (or perhaps even the boy who experienced it) showing what happened. 
Describe the tools this filmmaker uses to increase suspense when the boy is in trouble. When he 
survives, how is he changed, and what does this boy say he learned from his experience?  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

 

DOZE 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this dramatic narrative from Colombia, a boy is left home alone with strict orders from his mom to 
stay put; but he does go out on his own, where he makes an unexpected friend.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Daniel disobeys his mother’s rules because he is bored. Draw a detailed picture of what you like 

to do when you feel bored. Have your choices changed during Covid?  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. Daniel’s wish to be obedient to his mom (and to keep himself safe) is overruled by his need for 
social interaction – even with a stray dog. Describe some ways that you have struggled with 
rules during Covid, or how you have coped with limited social interaction with friends.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
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11:40 
Background/ Synopsis: In this dramatic narrative from Argentina, a boy named Damian receives a watch 
for his birthday, with a note that suggests a mystery involving his absent father.  
  
 Suggested Activities:  

1. The song in this story says “When you think of me, I can see you from a distance.” Draw a 
picture of someone you have been missing during Covid, and show details of what they might be 
doing when distanced from you. How will that change when you no longer are distanced?  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. The use of foreshadowing in a story is an early indication of some future event. Describe some 
use of foreshadowing in this story – at what point did you understand the meaning of 11:40 in 
this story? List as many clues as you can find, leading up to your conclusion about 11:40.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
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EL TAMANO DE LAS COSAS  
(THE SIZE OF THINGS) 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this live-action story of magical realism, from Colombia, a boy Diego struggles with perception 
regarding a chair he has found – for the chair seems to have a life of its own.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. Imagine what would have happened if Diego didn’t throw the chair away at the end. Invent a 

different ending to this story; consider and draw a picture of how that ending would look.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

2. a) “Magical Realism” is a genre that has a strong tradition in Latin American literature, and 
usually depicts a real-seeming world that also has fantastical or magical elements that are 
considered normal. Do you think that this film fits that description? Write the reasons (what 
characters say or do in relation to the changing chair) that support your answer.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

b) List ways that the filmmaker causes the audience to fear the chair.  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 

 
 
 

5 



3 PIES (3 FEET) 
Background/ Synopsis:  
In this film from Colombia, soccer-loving Gonzalo struggles to meet his school’s strict uniform standards, 
but simply getting to school with clean shoes becomes his daily quest.  
 

 Suggested Activities:  
1. A “quest” is a mission that is met with many obstacles before that goal is achieved. List/ draw a 

picture of three obstacles that Gonzalo faced in order to get to school with clean shoes.  
 
National Core Art Standards Anchor Standard 3: Refine and 
complete artistic work.  
VA:Cr3.1.3a: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an 
artwork to enhance emerging meaning. 
 

2. a) Although clean shoes may seem a small thing, 
Gonzalo’s mission to arrive at school with his shoes 
intact is an example of a simple “quest tale,” one that 
involves determination, bravery, imagination, and quick 
thinking. List evidence in the action of Gonzalo 
demonstrating each of those qualities.  
 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, 
events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims 
in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

b)  Imagine you are walking to school one day. What obstacles, real or imaginary, might you run 
into? Write a story about the adventures you have on your way to school. Gonzalo's shoes 
almost give away the obstacles he had to overcome. Would anyone know about the obstacles 
you faced, or could you hide the evidence? 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 
 

All Films:  Put on an Awards Show 
Before watching the films, discuss the categories that kids will vote for. Preview the names of the films 
and the ballot before seeing the show. Upon return, discuss the films briefly. Kids can share their 
opinions and try to change their classmates' thoughts about Best Picture or other categories. Then have 
the kids vote, record their reasons (see ballot for details), tally the votes, and determine the winners. 
Older students can write several paragraphs supporting their reasoning. If you’d like to have an “awards 
ceremony,” the teacher could tally votes and produce envelopes with winners. Students take turns 
reading their reasoning for choosing the film they did. Finally, kids take turns reading the winners. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
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