
NYICFF- DUTCH ANIMATION

Activity Guide (ages 9+)

These films were all produced in the Netherlands, a

country in northwestern Europe, known for its canals, tulip

fields, windmills, and Van Gogh Museum. Dutch people

(also called Nederlanders) are a Germanic ethnic group

native to the Netherlands. The language that they speak

is also called Dutch, and Dutch is spoken by 24-million

people worldwide. The Netherlands is sometimes referred

to as Holland, however Holland is just a region and former

province on the western coast of the Netherlands. The

name Holland is nevertheless frequently used informally

to refer to the whole of the country of the Netherlands,

sometimes even by Nederlanders themselves.

WHY ARE THESE FILMS CALLED DUTCH?

PRESENTED BY 

PASSING BY

PASSING BY depicts activities occurring on an

Amsterdam city street over the course of a day.



ACTIVITY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL: Make a 1-minute film about your observances on the street.

And then you can submit it to our AIFF Student Launch competition by January 15, 2021!

Find out about Launch here: https://www.ashlandfilm.org/Page.asp?NavID=678

National Core Arts Standards
Media Arts-Connecting: Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. Enduring
Understanding: Media artworks synthesize meaning and form cultural experience.

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE and MIDDLE SCHOOL: Choose a street near where you live,

and describe what occurs there during early morning, afternoon, and night. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-
structured event sequences.

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE: Create a cut-paper collage of what those scenes look like.

National Core Arts Standards
Visual Arts-Creating: Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
Enduring Understanding: People create and interact with objects, places, and design that define, shape, enhance, and empower
their lives.

Visual Arts-Connecting: Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. Enduring
Understanding: Through art-making, people make meaning by investigating and developing awareness of perceptions, knowledge,
and experiences.

This film features 2D animation techniques to tell the story of how a man interacts with his

world.

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE: A hero of a story usually has a conflict that requires resolving.

Write down what you think is the main difficulty in Mr. Paper’s life? How does he fix it?

Here’s how to make a hat like Mr. Paper wears: (Use a normal sheet of paper for a toy hat;

use a full newspaper for a hat that you can wear!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TekA1Q8pc0

CSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

MR. PAPER GOES OUT

FOR A WALK

https://www.ashlandfilm.org/Page.asp?NavID=678
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TekA1Q8pc0


ACTIVITY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL: Who is the protagonist (also known as hero) of this

storyline? Give an example of a conflict in this plot, and how Mr. Paper resolves that

conflict. Is there an antagonist (sometimes called the villain) in this story? If so,

who? Create a new “friend” out of paper, name your friend, and then describe its

qualities. 

Dog: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pS8rmhVgpHU

Bird: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OENARuC6CU

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3.B, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3.B, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

JONAS & THE SEA

Like Mr. Paper, Jonas improvises with found objects to realize his dreams. Check out these

artists on the Oregon Coast who have improvised incredible sea-sculptures using only trash

that was found on Oregon beaches: https://washedashore.org/.  

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE and MIDDLE SCHOOL: Walk outside and (with gloves on!)

collect trash for an hour or two. Then make a sculpture or (like Jonah) an invention from your

trash treasures. 

National Core Arts Standards
Visual Arts-Creating: Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. Enduring Understanding: Artists and
designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and art-making approaches

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pS8rmhVgpHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-OENARuC6CU
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/b/
https://washedashore.org/


Eryk uses video games as an escape from his abusive home life, but his video game

obsession also becomes a bridge to real friendship, where he learns to become empowered

in his real life. 

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE: Describe an obstacle in your own life that you’re proud of

overcoming. Draw a 4-frame cartoon of how you conquered that obstacle in your life. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-
structured event sequences.

ACTIVITY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL: Think about how you use technology in your own life;

whether it’s video games, or social media, or simply texting friends. Does tech make your life

better or worse? Make a list of “Pros” and “Cons” (which is based upon the Latin words “For”

and “Against”) by dividing a paper in two parts, from top to bottom; write “Pro” on the top of

one column, and “Con” on the top of the other. Then make a list regarding your own use of

technology, and evaluate that list to determine whether / how technology is improving or

reducing the quality of your own life.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

POLSKA WARRIOR

EMILY

Emily has a unique understanding and appreciation of

nature, but she also lives a life of isolation and

loneliness. Emily does find a human connection, but she

also dies at the end. 

How does this make you feel about the life Emily lived?

Were you shocked at the way the film ended?

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/


ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE: During this time of Covid-19, many people are experiencing

isolation in a whole new way. Write about your feelings of being home during Covid-19;

maybe you have felt isolated more often than you want to be. Write about something you

have learned about yourself during these months of isolation. Has it brought you closer to

nature? 

ACTIVITY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL: During this time of Covid-19, many are experiencing

isolation in a whole new way. Many families are suffering the loss of a loved one during

Covid-19. Write about any sense of loss you may feel regarding the last few months of

being isolated from school and from friends. Write about something that you learned or

gained from this time alone. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

HEADS TOGETHER

There’s an old saying about walking in another person’s shoes. In this film, three kids switch

heads in order to learn how the other kid lives.   

ACTIVITY/ INTERMEDIATE: Every person is unique. List three categories that describe how

the lives of these three kids differ from one another – either by their own choice, or as

decided by their families. Describe at least one thing that each character learned by living

a day as his/ her friend. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.3
Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

ACTIVITY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL:  This is a prize-winning film. Even so, it’s important to

remember that movies are made by humans, and filmmakers will sometimes promote biases

rather than discourage them. Try looking at this film critically. How is the female character

Marjory depicted in ways that suggest a diminished intellectual capability of girls? List

three ways that Marjory’s character is depicted with prejudice; maybe not as skilled or as

smart as her two male friends. If you don’t agree that Marjory’s character displays gender-

bias against women, list three ways that you see evidence of all three characters being

treated equally. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2
Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

Standards derived from:

Common Core State Standards Initiative

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/

National Core Arts Standards

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/

